
SARAH KHAN

Contact
Information

School of International Service
American University
4400 Massachusetts Avenue NW E-mail: skhan@american.edu
Washington, DC 20016 Website: www.khansarah.com

Research Fields Comparative Politics; South Asia; Gender; Field & Survey Experiments

Employment American University, School of International Service
Assistant Professor, Department of Politics, Governance, & Economics 2024-

Yale University
Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science 2020-2024
Lecturer, Department of Political Science 2019-2020
Postgraduate Associate, MacMillan Center for International and Area Studies 2018-19

Education Columbia University
Ph.D., Political Science 2020
M.Phil., Political Science 2014
M.A., Political Science 2013
B.A.,magna cum laude, Economics & Political Science 2011

Peer-Reviewed
Publications

[3] Hutchinson, Annabelle, Sarah Khan, and Hilary Matfess. “Childcare, work, and household labor
during a pandemic: Evidence on parents’ preferences in the United States.” Journal of Experimental
Political Science 10.2 (2023): 155-173.

[2] Cheema, Ali, Sarah Khan, Asad Liaqat, and Shandana Khan Mohmand “Canvassing the gate-
keepers: A field experiment to increase women voters’ turnout in Pakistan.” American Political
Science Review 117.1 (2023): 1-21. Lead Article

• Lubbert Best Article Honorable Mention 2024, APSA Comparative Politics Section

• Coverage: VoxDev, EGAP Priority Theme Spotlight, The News International, Yale News

[1] Hartman, Alexandra C., Sarah Khan, Milli Lake, Sabrina Karim, Ali Cheema, Asad Liaqat,
and Shandana Khan Mohmand. “Field Experiments on Gender: Where the Personal and Political
Collide.” PS: Political Science & Politics 55.4 (2022): 764-768.

Book
Chapters

[2] “Political Inclusion and Women’s Turnout.” with Shandana Khan Mohmand. Forthcoming. In
Elgar Companion to Gender and the SDGs, edited by Deepta Chopra and Priya Raghavan. Edward
Elgar Publishing.

[1] “Women in Electoral Politics: An Account of Exclusion.” 2020. In Pakistan’s Political Parties:
Surviving between Dictatorship and Democracy, edited by Niloufer Siddiqui, Mariam Mufti and
Sahar Shafqat. Georgetown University Press.

Working Papers Shy Women Voters: How a Campaign Ad Changed Private Preferences but Not Public Expression
in the 2024 U.S. Presidential Election. with Laura Paler. (Under Review). pre-analysis plan.

Working Within Norms to Change Gender Attitudes: Evidence from Community Policing. with Ali
Cheema, Ahsan Farooqui and Jacob N. Shapiro. current version.
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https://doi.org/10.1017/XPS.2022.24
https://doi.org/10.1017/XPS.2022.24
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055422000375
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055422000375
https://voxdev.org/topic/institutions-political-economy/increasing-women-voters-turnout-pakistan
https://egap.org/resource/priority-theme-spotlight-sarah-khan-ali-cheema/
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1056716-men-as-gatekeepers
https://news.yale.edu/2022/06/02/closing-gender-voting-gap-pakistan-requires-reaching-men
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1049096522000415
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1049096522000415
https://osf.io/ka5j3
https://ssrn.com/abstract=4929221


Feminist Perspectives in Gender and Political Behavior: Lessons From Pakistan. with Shandana
Khan Mohmand.

Count Me Out: Gendered Preference Expression in Pakistan.

Work
In Progress

EGAP Metaketa V: Women’s Action Committees and Local Services (Pakistan). with Ali Cheema,
Soledad Prillaman and Shandana Khan Mohmand. pre-analysis plan.

State Reform and Women’s Land Rights in Punjab. with Ali Cheema, Farah Said & Kate Vyborny.

Varieties of Gendered Nationalism. with Deepika Padmanabhan.

Other Writing
(Selected)

“In Pakistan, the Military is Still Running the Show” Foreign Affairs. March 5, 2024.

Book Review: ”Capable Women, Incapable States: Negotiating Violence and Rights in India. By
Poulami Roychowdhury” Politics & Gender 19.3 (2023): 967-969.

“Why Malala’s British Vogue interview put Pakistan in a marriage panic” The Monkey Cage, Wash-
ington Post. June 17, 2021

“What Women Want: Gender Gaps in Political Preferences.” 2017. In CP: Newsletter of the
Comparative Politics Organized Section of the American Political Science Association edited by
Matt Golder and Sona Golder. 27(1): 42-49.

Affiliations Mahbub ul Haq Research Center, Research Fellow 2022-
Institute for Development and Economic Alternatives, Associate Fellow 2021-
Evidence in Governance and Politics (EGAP), Member 2020-
Empirical Study of Gender (EGEN) Network, Member 2019-
American Institute of Pakistan Studies (AIPS), Board of Trustees Member 2019-24
JPAL Governance Initiative, Invited Researcher 2018-
Center for Global Development, Summer Doctoral Fellow 2017

Funding
Grants & Awards

SIS Collaborative Research Award (CRA) ($20,000) 2025
with Sumitra Badrinathan
International Growth Center (£99,992) 2024
with Ali Cheema and Farah Said
International Growth Center (£18,957) 2022
American Institute for Pakistan Studies ($9,262) 2022
Teaching Innovation Project Grant, Yale Poorvu Center ($1000) 2021
with Da’Von Boyd, Giulia Oskian and Joy Wang
Evidence in Governance and Politics, Metaketa V ($270,000) 2019
with Ali Cheema, Soledad Prillaman and Shandana K. Mohmand
A4EA Research Programme, DFID UK ($150,000) 2019
with Ali Cheema, Asad Liaqat and Shandana K. Mohmand
Edward J. and Dorothy Clarke Kempf Memorial Fund Award ($15,000) 2019
United States Institute of Peace ($147,500) 2018
with Ali Cheema, Asad Liaqat and Shandana K. Mohmand
A4EA Research Programme, DFID UK ($170,500) 2017
with Ali Cheema, Asad Liaqat and Shandana K. Mohmand
National Science Foundation Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Grant ($17,766) 2017
JPAL Governance Initiative Travel Grant ($8,500) 2016
American Institute of Pakistan Studies Research Grant ($3,000) 2015
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https://osf.io/ka5j3
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/pakistan/pakistan-military-still-running-show
doi:10.1017/S1743923X22000356
doi:10.1017/S1743923X22000356
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2021/06/17/why-malalas-vogue-uk-interview-put-pakistan-marriage-panic/


Invited Talks 2025: University of Louisville (Center for Asian Democracy), University of California Berkeley
(Comparative Politics Colloquium), Occidental College (Democracy and Development in South
Asia), International Food Policy Research Institute (Applied Microeconomics & Development Sem-
inar - scheduled)
2024: Foreign Service Institute (Area Studies Division), Columbia University (Comparative Politics
Seminar)
2023: Stanford University, Kings College (Quantitative Political Economy Group), New York Uni-
versity, Atlantic Council/John Hopkins SAIS, American University
2022: Lahore University of Management Sciences Path2Dev Conference; University of Korea (Soodang
Colloquium)
2021: World Food Programme EvalXchange, Center for Global Development (Future of Develop-
ment Series), University College of London (Political Science Department Seminar), Temple Uni-
versity (Comparative Politics Colloquium), Emory University (Department of Political Science),
London School of Economics (Political Behaviour Seminar)
2020: University of Essex, (Faculty Research Seminar), University of Wisconsin, Madison, (Com-
parative Politics Colloquium), Boston University (Global Development Policy Center), UC Berkeley
(Comparative Politics Colloquium), University of Michigan, (Interdisciplinary Workshop in Com-
parative Politics)
2017-2019: Harvard University (Joint Brown-Harvard-MIT Seminar on South Asian Politics),
Brown University (Centre for Contemporary South Asia), US Institute of Peace, Carnegie Endow-
ment for International Peace, World Bank (Global Partnership for Social Accountability), Center
for Global Development (Research in Progress Seminar)

Conference and
Workshop
Presentations

Georgetown University DMV Gender, Race, and Ethnicity Politics Workshop 2025
Pathways to Development Conference, Lahore University of Management Sciences 2022, 2023, 2024
American Political Science Association Annual Meeting 2024, 2021, 2020, 2019, 2018, 2016
Empirical Study of Gender Research Network (EGEN) Meeting 2024, 2018
Evidence in Governance and Politics Priority Theme Meeting 2022
NYU-CESS Experimental Political Science Conference 2020
Midwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting 2019, 2018
South Asia Political Economy Workshop 2019
MIT GovLab Political Behavior of Development Conference 2018
Northeast Workshop in Empirical Political Science 2018

Teaching American University
Instructor
SIS 217: Contemporary India (UG lecture, Spring 2025)
SIS 802: Comparative Politics (PhD seminar, Fall 2024)

Yale University
Instructor
Introduction to Comparative Politics (UG lecture)
From Concept to Measure: Empirical Inquiry in Social Science (PhD Seminar)
Elections in the Developing World (UG lecture)
Political Economy of Gender in South Asia (UG seminar)

Advising
& Placement

Dissertation Committee Member: Annabelle Hutchinson (Hamilton College, Tenure Track);
Shahana Sheikh (Center for the Advanced Study of India at UPenn, Post-doc); Ana Sofia Elverdin
(Washington and Lee University, Tenure Track); Deepika Padmanabhan (Weatherhead Center for
Int’l Affairs at Harvard University; Post-doc)

University
Service

American University
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SIS PhD Committee 2024-
SIS Faculty Search Committee for Politics, Governance and Economics 2024
Olson Scholar Mentor 2024-25
SIS Honors Advisor 2025

Yale University
Director of Undergraduate Studies, Ethics, Politics & Economics 2023-24
PhD Admissions Committee 2024, 2020
Political Science Subfield Coordinator, Qualitative and Archival Methods 2023
Co-organizer, Macmillan Comparative Politics Workshop 2022-23; 2019-20
Department Representative to Ralph Bunche Summer Institute 2022
Comparative Politics Comprehensive Exam Committee 2020
Director of Undergraduate Studies, South Asian Studies 2020-21
Postgraduate Fellowships Committee 2020, 2021

Service to
the Discipline

Reviewer: American Political Science Review, American Journal of Political Science, British Jour-
nal of Political Science; Comparative Political Studies; European Economic Review; Journal of
Politics; Journal of South Asian Development; Perspectives on Politics; Political Behavior; Politics
and Gender; Politics, Groups and Identities, Political Science Research and Methods; PS: Political
Science and Politics; Science; South Asia: Journal of South Asia Studies; Urbanisation; World Pol-
itics
Award Committee: Rajni Kothari Award for Best Paper, APSA South Asian Politics Section
2025
Section Chair: Midwest Political Science Association, Politics of South Asia 2021, 2023
Editorial Board Member: PS: Political Science & Politics 2020-23

Fieldwork Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan; Madhya Pradesh, India

Languages Urdu (native); Hindi (oral proficiency)
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